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Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 10th of March 2020 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
Jean Chandler  (JC) : Co-opted member 

Margaret Lumb  (ML) : Chairman 

Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

Colin Saunderson (CS) : Fenstanton PC 

  Jeff Nicholls  (JN) : Earith PC 

  Susan Martin  (SM) : Holywell-cum-Needingworth PC 

  Noel Baker  (NB) : Co-opted member ????? 

  Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

  Wendy Oldfield  (WO) : Earith Speedwatch 

  Roy Fabb  (RF) : Guest 

   

 

1. Welcomes & Apologies   
 
Apologies had been received from Peter Smith, Andy Bush, Dave McCandless and Rachel Fabb  
 
OM said that Peter Smith had sent his apologies because he had been injured as a result of being knocked 
off his bike by a car in St. Ives. He thinks the accident was caused by a low, bright sun and poor 
observation. He was taken to hospital by ambulance and has fractured two bones in his pelvis. He will be 
on crutches for 6-8 weeks.  Although the police were called they didn’t arrive in time. Instead he had a 
message to contact 101.   
Peter had to ask his son to report the accident in person on his behalf which meant a choice of visiting 
Parkside in Cambridge or Thorpe Wood in Peterborough.  He said it was unsurprising that so many 
incidents go unreported. He thinks the accident was first recorded as ‘minor’ by St. Ives police but this may 
have been changed later to the KSI category. The police took addresses for sending out statement forms 
but so far these have not been sent. The police are clearly over-stretched but this kind of experience must 
cast doubt on the validity of the published stats. 
 
The meeting sent its best wishes to Peter for a speedy recovery. 
 
 



2. Minutes - To approve Minutes of the meeting held on 14th January 2020 
 
There were no comments on the minutes.  JN proposed. JC seconded. All were in favour.  

 

3. Matters arising from the Minutes 
 

Speeding Tractors:   
 
OM reported that he had not received a response or acknowledgement from Stefan Gidlow at Countryside 
Watch.  The meeting suggested the NFU should be contacted on the issue. 

 
Cromwell Place: 
 
ML said that the building work at the surgery should be ready by September or October. 
JC wondered if the crossing would be ready before it opens. 
ML said that parking was £1.60 for two hours which was excessive. 
JC agreed. There should at least be 20 minutes of free parking. 
CS said he would contact the cabinet officer about it. 
 
A1096/A14 Incidents: 
 
There was some discussion on the work done to try to prevent drivers being confused by lack of clear 
signage and road markings. The consensus was that the council had done a very good job and it showed 
just how effective clear signing and road markings can be.  

 

4. Correspondence      None 
 

5. St. Ivo School / Houghton Road 
 

ML reported that she had sent 2 emails to try and organize a meeting. The Personal Assistant  to the Head 
is not responding. The meeting only needs myself, the Head, Deputy Head and Richard Ling.  
CS said he had witnessed the chaos near the school when the children leave en masse in the afternoon.  
ML said that sensors were needed. The road surface is really bad there as well. 
WO mentioned the high NO2 levels recorded at the same location. 
 

Address Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Annual 

ug/m3 

High Street 
Earith 

32.5 21.7 23.5 21.6 21.8 17 15.2 15.4 17.3 24.8 32.9 22 
22.1 

2 The Pound 32.8 28.3 19.6 16.8 10.9 14.8 14.7 17.2 17.2 27 27.9 29 21.4 

59 
Greenfields 

36.7 27.8 29.9 19.2 19.9 19.7 21.6 20.4 20.4 28.4 37.3 27.6 
25.7 

6 Goldie 
Close 

28.3 28.6 15.9 17.2 11.9 13.5 14.3 18.4 14.9 24.7 36.1 28.5 
21 

Hill Rise 43.1 45.9 32.3 26.8 31.8 33.5 31.1 34 34.8 42.9 48.6 36.5 36.8 

Needingworth 
Road 

 - 41 33.7 38.3 31.9 31.4 31.7 32.2 33.5 44.3 52.6 40.9 
37.4 

HDC NO2 Monitoring St. Ives & Earith 2019 

Figures for Hill Rise show that NO2 concentrations exceeded the 40ug EU limit for 4 months of the year in 
2019. This ought to be a concern for anyone with asthma and other respiratory conditions. Levels recorded 
near Morrisons are similarly very high. 
MK observed that people often eat outside there. 
CS said he had compared NO2 readings at Greenfields with those at Lolworth and found that they were 
higher in Greenfields. 



 
 

6. Wheatsheaf Junction Update 
 
Steve Criswell had sent an update report to the RSC and Parish Councils on March 5th.  
 
Dear all 

Further to my previous communication in January (below) I just wanted to appraise you of the current position. 

Design of a Traffic Light scheme for the crossroads is underway. However, an important element is the assessment of 
natural traffic flow to establish the required capacity/length of the direction lanes. This is proving impossible due to the 
disrupted flow caused by the AW works currently being undertaken. The design work is therefore on hold until AW 
finish their work in May. This delay is regrettable but seemingly unavoidable. 

There remains a question mark over whether the preferred scheme is achievable without multiple land take. Should 
this transpire to be the case, we will pursue the second option of a staggered junction. Rest assured I am determined 
to find a solution. 

Bluntisham PC was updated at their meeting last night. 

 Kind regards, 

Steve 

Referring to the email, RF said it was hard to believe that CCC were not aware that Anglia Water had 
scheduled work along the B1040. There were crashes at the Wheatsheaf on February 4th, 5th and 6th but 
there were no casualties. Perhaps this is because there was a speed limit in force due to the roadworks. 
Whenever a speed limit has been suggested in the past the response has always been that the police 
would not enforce it. But a working speed camera should be in place shortly and the existing speed limit 
does seem to be reducing injuries from collisions. So based on this evidence another letter has been sent 
to the police requesting a change of policy with regard to support for speed reductions. The roadworks 
should be completed in May. The speed camera lines have also been repainted. 
JN said he thinks the camera on the A1123 has been upgraded. He saw work being done on it. 
WO added that the lines on the road have been moved for some reason. 
 
Below is the unofficial record of collisions reported at the Wheatsheaf since August. 
  
August 22nd:   Two car collision with both drivers requiring medical treatment 
September 13th: Car drove straight across junction and collided with a vehicle on B1040.  Two injured, one 

seriously. 
October 1st:   Road closed due to crash. Injuries unknown. 
October 30th:   Collision between car & motorcycle. Allegedly the car went straight across the junction. 
November 14th:  Collision between a mini-bus and a car.  3 dead and 17 injured. It has been reported, but not yet 

officially confirmed, that the mini-bus drove straight across the junction. 
November 18th:  Crash involving a van and 2 cars. No injuries reported. 
November 27th.  Crash involving 3 vehicles. Injuries unknown. 
January 24th.   Near miss.  Ray Scutt from Somersham reported that a car drove at speed straight across the 

junction in front of him travelling from Bluntisham to Woodhurst. Mr Scutt  was driving from St. 
Ives towards Somersham.  He was seconds away from a collision.  

February 4th.  Crash involving a lorry and a BMW. Car badly damaged but no reports of injuries. 
February 5th:   Two vehicle collision reported. No further details 
February 6th.  Collision involving a van and 3 cars at just after 5pm. No further details. 
February 17th:  Crash involving 3 cars. 
February 27th:  Late afternoon. Tail end shunt on cars queuing north of junction. One casualty taken to hospital, 2 

cars needed to be towed away.  

 
This list may be incomplete and some of the details may be inaccurate. But there is clearly an ongoing and 
dangerous situation at the junction which needs to be addressed. DM has reported that the inquest on the 
fatal crash in November has not yet been scheduled. 

 
DM has kindly offered to set up a mailbox where people can post reports of incidents at the Wheatsheaf 
junction. This would make keeping track of information much simpler. 



 

7. Review of Watching Items 
 

Low Road: 
 
CS reported that Hemingford Grey PC had considered the planning application for 105 houses on the Vindis 
site and had rejected it because the site is on the flood plain.  
JC added that there was an article in the Hunts Post about the plan to put the houses on stilts. 
There are also problems with blocked drains in Low Road and Harrison Way. He has written to Brian 
Murdoch about it. 
ML said that they no longer seem to make channels in grass verges to drain surface water. 
 
Compass Point / Morrisons 
 
CS said that he managed to drive along Harrison Way to Compass Point in 4 minutes. The new A14 does 
seem to be taking a lot of the traffic. 
 
Sawtry Way Speed Limit: 

 
DM had reported that the LHI bid for Sawtry Way had once again been rejected. He would now go down the 
PFI route to try and get it done. 
 
Vegetation Cutting & Road Maintenance: 
 
Because of the dire state of the roads OM said that  this watching item had been expanded to include all 
types of road maintenance. 
CS said that road signage should be included as well.  
JN observed that the A1123 was definitely in need of some TLC. 
 
Cromwell Terrace Crossing: 
 
JC asked if an LHI bid had been considered by the Town Council? 
MK replied that it had not yet done so. 
 
Corn Exchange: 
 
CS said that the PCSOs are now very active in enforcing parking regulations. They have issued 120 tickets 
already.  
 

8. Reports from members 
 

JC, co-opted. 
 
There are ongoing problems in Crown Street where people are ignoring the restriction signs and many cars 
are parked illegally causing problems for pedestrians.  
(MK said this problem keeps coming up.  But hopefully traffic wardens are coming back). 
Action: OM to refer the matter to Alice Draper. 
 
DM, Community Roadwatch (by email) 

 
Speeding data from CRW up to the end of February 2020 is at Appendix A. 
 
LHI money is apparently being spent on HGV surveys.  In the past, data collection to justify any measures 
had to be at the originator’s expense. So what has changed this year when no such surveys figure in LHIs 
for 2018 or 2019? CRW will be investigating. 



Also, problems with the new Morelock SIDs which seem to be under-counting vehicles by between 30 & 
50% when compared to Armadillo loggers and visual counts. More testing is being done. This is worrying 
because the Morelock is the SID of choice for CC Highways to recommend for LHI MVAS bids. 

CS, Fenstanton PC 

People are going through the lights on Harrison Way when they are on amber. He saw 6 people do this 
within 15 minutes. He has contacted Sgt Draper on this issue. Perhaps the RSC should also add 
something. 
Also, East Street in St. Ives will be closed for 2 weeks which will cause chaos. 
 
ML, Chair 
 
ML reported that the CCC Road Safety budget had been spent for the next 2 years.  
Members thought this was appalling and that the RSC should publicise the fact. Perhaps an update to the 
Hunts Post. 
ML also reported that Noel Baker attended a meeting at Houghton and had met the Road Traffic Officer 
who had expressed an interest in coming to a meeting even though her remit was working with schools. 
She can’t attend in May but the July meeting is a possibility. 
 
WO, Earith Speedwatch 
 
WO said that Earith Speedwatch had sent out 710 letters. Two companies had received visits and also 2 
other people who had been caught driving at over 50mph.  Phil Davies attended one of the sessions. 
Also, the council had a duty of care to citizens and with road casualties remaining stubbornly  high this duty 
was not being fulfilled. 
 
JN, Earith PC 
 
Already mentioned the state of the A1123. The PC are going to put in a request for resurfacing. 
 
OM, Secretary 

 
OM presented the updated casualty figures for Cambridgeshire for 2019 which are 25 killed and 310 
seriously injured. This is the lowest total of KSI casualties since 2014. However, the county is still a long 
way from achieving its objective of 246 KSI by the end of 2020. The table below shows the statistics since 
2005 with the 2020 target highlighted in red. 
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Margaret Shardlow had emailed to bring to our attention the condition of the B 1040 at the Bentley 
garage roundabout.  It is not so much a pothole as a large patch of sunken road and has to be avoided. 
If it's not in the RSC committee remit then she will throw a tantrum to the appropriate authority. 
 
(CS said he would look into it and report back). 
 

 
 

9. Items for Further Consideration   
 

None 
 

10. Next 3 RSC Meeting Dates 
 

Tuesday  May  12th   2020 – cancelled due to Coronovirus pandemic 
Tuesday  July  14th   2020 
Tuesday  Sept.  8th  2020 
 



Appendix A 
 

 


